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invasion. In neither case did he do aught to bring about the result he 
feared. He would not hinder what he could not clearly understand, 
and he worked, albeit with blind purpose, to meet the successive details 
of the problems that the president thrust upon him. Persistence, if not 
profundity, coupled with good fortune, crown his efforts with reasonable 
success. 

Thus we may summarize some of the points suggested by the present 
publication. If the editor has not succeeded in making a heroic figure 
of Claiborne, he has given us much additional historical material of 
value to illustrate an important period in Inter-American relations. 
For this historical students will feel duly grateful. 

Isaac Joslin Cox. 

With the First City Troop on the Mexican border, being the diary of a 

trooper. By Geobge Bhooke, 3d. (Philadelphia: The John C. 

Winston Co., 1917. Pp. 166. Illustrated.) 
Watching and waiting on the border. By Roger Batchelder. With an 

introduction by E. Alexander Powell. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin 

Company, 1917. Pp.xxvi, (2), 221. Illustrated.) 

Both the above volumes are among the earlier published accounts of 
the late American border experiences. The first is an intimate account 
of the personal activities an4 interests of a trooper of First Troop, 
Philadelphia, First Pennsylvania Cavalry, in the period of its Mexican 
border service, from July 6, 1916, to January 14, 1917. The book is of 
chief interest to the members of the unit concerned, and will serve as a 
treasured memento of that period of unwelcome service loyally and 
efficiently rendered. The copious illustrations add to this feature. To 
the outsider, the book appears as a well written account of a dull experi- 
ence, fittingly modest in the telling. 

The second work has a wider interest, outlook, and purpose than 
the first. The author was a private in the Eighth Massachusetts 
Regiment, National Guard. Largely personal in its narrative, the 
book argues from the lessons of inefficiency which were learned on the 
border, that compulsory military service is absolutely essential. So 
much has happened in the military world since the book was written, 
that its appeal may be said to be unheeded, through having been largely 
answered. The book is well printed and illustrated. The usage of 
author's photographs as frontispieces is, in the opinion of this critic, not 
in the best of taste. 

H. I. P. 



